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The Biber of Be 8 
PASTORAL LETTER 


75 the People of his Dieesfe ; ; 


Particularly, to thoſe of the two great Cities 
FOOT of London and We eſtminfter. 


oe by our preſent Dangers ; And exciting to a 
n RATIO of Life and Mennms. | 


zur Occaſion of my apply 
us to you at this Time, and 
V in this Way, is, to ſet be- 
M2 8 5 fore you ſome Duties which 
od more particularly calls- 
for, and requires of us, in 
EGS BOS Times of publick Dar 
and Calamity, And, that what I have to 
to = may have the greater Weight, 1 will 
e it by Warmn 7 and Examples in the 
| like Caſe, as we find them recorded in the 1118 
Holy Scriptures ; which, in the Words of St. -:: Wl 
Haul, were written for our Learning ; that is, Rom 115 
5 _—_ us, firſt, with God's Wainary Me-“ 
a2 ''  - thods 


tay 


| thods of Dealing with Men and Nations, whe- 
ther in the Way of Judgment, or in the Way 


of Mercy; and then, to ſhew us the ſureſt 
Means of avoiding the one, and ſecuring the 
other. 


For thi End, Reaſon teaches, and God 


commands, that, in the firſt Place, the beſt 


human Means be made uſe of for Safety and 
Deliverance in the Day of Danger, and that 


we be earneſt in Prayer for a Bleſſing upon 
thoſe Means, and for the Succeſs of them. 


To uſe Means without Prayer for the divine 
Bleſſing, is an impious Reliance upon our 


con Viſdom. and Strength; and to Pray 

without the uſe of human Means, is a grown 
leſs and preſumptusus n of Aſſiſt- 
ance from God. b 


In this our Day of | Duets the beſt Pre- 
cautions have been uſed againſt the Attempts 


.of the Enemy ; and thoſe Precautions - have | 
been accompanied with the fervent Prayers of 
pious and good Chriſtians, for a Bleſſing upon 


them. But, as this is a National Danger ; there 
muſt be one Step further, to give us a Title to 


the Aid and Protection of God; I meangaNati- 
onal Humiliation for Sins, and a Reformation 
of Lives and Manners; of the Efficacy of 

which for Deliverance en Danger, and of 3 

Want of them as the Forerunner of Ruin 


and Deſtruction, we have, as I ſaid, many re- 


markable 


# 


, 


(8) 
markable Inſtances and Examples in Holy 
Scripture. But, ſetting aſide the Authority 
of Revelation, nothing can be more abſurd 
in Reaſon, than for a Nation to expect Aid 


and Protection from God, while it continues 
in a Courſe of open and ner died Provo- 


cations againſt him; which, tho' the Provo- 
cations of particular Perſons, may juſtly be 
accounted National in his Sight, if they are 


open and flagrant, and yet unreſtrain'd * 
oy ick b 


This, it is true, belongs more immediately 
to the Civil Magiſtrate; but there may be 


many and great Irregularities both in particu⸗- 
lar Perſons, and private Families, which are 


not within the Compaſs of his Knowledge, 


nor within the Reach of bis Authority; how- 
ever heinous and provkng they may be in 


the Sight of God. And therefore it is in vain 


7 hope for a National Reformation, unleſs 


private Perſons, who are under no Direction 
but their own, can be perſuaded to lay this 
Matter to Heart, and to take diligent heed to 
their own Ways; and unleſs Parents and Ma- 
ſters will make a Conſcience of doing their Part 
toward it, by exerting the Authority which 
God has given them over their Children and 


Servants; Remembring, that they are not only 


1 anſwerable to God for the Sins and Irregula- 
3 rities which are committed or connived at, 


within 


— 4 . * * ab e 93 ; 1 : 2 * - 
a. be 
wy — , — — 


As 
* 
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(6) 
within their own Walls, but are alſo anſwers 
able to their Country for the Share they take, 
in bringing down the Judgments of God upon 


it. Nations are made up, firſt of Individuals, 
next of Families, and laſtly of Bodies and 


Communities ; and when there is a hearty 
Concurrence of all theſe in the great Work of 
Reformation, then, and not till then, it is truly 
National; and is the only effectual Means of 

averting the Judgments of God, and ſecuring 


his Protection in the Time of Danger, and 


engaging his Aid and Aſſiſtance for the Safety 
and Preſervation of the Whole. 


I. Toward this great End, let every Ins 


 DIVIDUVAL reſolve to do his part, and to 


anſwer for one; by keeping himſelf clear from 
the Vices of the Age, and by a religious At- 


tendance upon the holy Ordinances, publick 
and private, which God has appointed, as a 
neceſſary Guard to his Innocence, againſt the 


manifold Temptations to the Violation of it, 
which are ſo frequently met with. And this, 


I defire to preſs with the greater Earneſtneſs; 
becauſe, on one Hand, no Perſon who ſeri- 
ouſly attends thoſe. holy Ordinances, can be 
either ignorant or unmindful of his Duty to 
God, and Man, and himſelf; and, on the 
other Hand, he who lives in the Neglect of 


them, whatever Knowledge he may have "= 


his Duty, will quickly loſe both the -Senſe 
and Remembrance of it. And, 1n truth, it 
is chiefly owing to the habitual . wy of 
thoſe Ordinances by ſome, and a careleſs and 
formal Attendance on them by others, that 
we ſee among us ſo much Lukewarmneſs in 
Religion ; which does not ſtop there, but 
grows apace into an habitual ' diſregard of 
it, and an Unconcernedneſs about it. And 
beſides the Good and Evil of attending or neg- 
lecting the Ordinances of Religion, in their 
Effects; it ought to be further remember'd, 
that a conſtant and ſerious Attendance upon 
them, where there is no reaſonable Impedi- 
ment, is enjoined in the Goſpel as a Matter 
of firi# Duty; and that the joining in them 
with our Chriſtian Brethren, has been con- 
fidered by the Church of Chriſt in all Ages, 
as a neceſſary Part of the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 


II. The next Advance towards a National 
Reformation, muſt be in FAM ITLIESͤH where 
Parents and Maſters, in their own Perſons, 
are equally, concern'd with all other Individu- 
en, in what is faid under the laſt Head. 
But their Concern extends much further; 
firſt, as they have receiv'd Power from God to 
direct and govern all thoſe who are under 
their Care and Inſpection; and then, as by = 


5 — * 
— U— — — 
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due Exerciſe of that Power, they, above- 


all others, may contribute to the Suppreſſion = 


of Vice, and Increaſe of Religion, and, by 
Conſequence, to a national Reformation ; and 


laſtly, as this Power is a Talent put into their 
Hands by God, for the Neglect or Abuſe of 
which they ſtand accountable to him from 


whom they received it. Thoſe who are 


under their Care, are alſo under their Eye; 
ſo that they cannot be ignorant of their ge- 


haviour, without a ſhameful Degree of 
Thaughtleſſneſs, or rather Stupidity, and an 


utter Unconcernedneſs for Religion. And as, 


without ſuch habitual Thoughtleſineſs and 


Inattention, they cannot be ignorant of the 
Behaviour of their Children and Servants, ſo 
neither can they be ignorant of their own 


Duty in the Government of them, if they will 
in any Meaſure think of it, and attend to it, 


The Duty of Parents with Regard to their 


; Children, and the Duty of Maſters with Re- 
gard to their Servants, however differing in 


other Reſpects, are, as to our preſent Con- 


fideration, much the ſame; that is, To re- 
ſtrain them from Vice of all Kinds, and to 
wats the firſt Beginnings of it, and Tenden- | 


cies to it; To admoniſh and reprove, and 


to - puniſh if it is found neceſſary; T 
inſtru them in their Duty, and lead them 
to the Performance of it by a good Exam- | 


Plc 


A n © 
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ple, which is the moſt forcible Kind of 
Inſtruction; and, To oblige them to a due 


Attendance on the Worſhip of God, both 
publick and private, and to a regular Obſer- 
vation of the Lord's Day, 


Here is no Difficulty in all this, if Pa- 
rents and Maſters have a Heart to the Work, 


and are regular in their own Lives, and will 


conſider withal, © How great Service they may 
be daily doing to God and their Country; 
How greatly they will be rewarded in the 


next Life for a conſcientious Diſcharge of 


tis important Duty; and, © How ſeverely pu- 


niſh'd for the Neglect of it. Nor is either 
the Reward or Puniſhment to be wonder'd 


at, when it is confider'd, that the one is 


daily laying a Foundation of Virtue and Piety, 


and the other a Foundation of Vice and Pro- 
faneneſs, not only for their own Time, but 


for the next and following Generations. 


I am willing to hope, that theſe Dutics, 


and the Conliderations proper to enforce - 
them, will be ſeriouſly attended to and laid 
to Heart by Parents and Maſters, for their 
own Sake, and for the Sake of God and his 
Religion; and, at this Time, particularly, out 
of a juſt Concern for the preſent and future 
Safety and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms; 
Being well aſſur d, that without a national 


Reformation, we can neither be happy, nor 


B ſafe; 


— — eee cert 
SY 
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 fafe ; and that nothing can ſo effectually con- 

tribute to both, as a due Regulation in Fami- 

lies, under the Conduct and Direction of 
their Heads and Governours; as deſcrib'd 
above. „ 


III. From the Caſe of FAMILIES, as 


having it in their Power to contribute greatly 


to a National Reformation; we will proceed, 
with the ſame View, to BopiEs and CoM- 


MUNITIEs, And here it is, that the Bu- 
ſineſs of the MAG IST RATE begins. By 


Magiſtrates, I mean all thoſe who are veſt- 
ed with Civil Authority; thoſe, for whom 
we pray in our publick Liturgy, That they 
may truly and indifferently minifter Juſtice, 
to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, 


and to the Maintenance of God's true Reli- 
gion and Virtue. 


It is the proper Province of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, to labour againſt Vice and 
Wickedneſs, by Reaſon and Argument, by 
Doctrin and Example, by publick Exhorta= 
tion and private Admonition. But if Men 
will harden themſelves againſt all theſe, and, 


having caſt off a Senſe of Shame as well as a 


Senſe of Duty, will let themſelves looſe into 
a Courſe of Impiety and Wickedneſs, and 
an open Indulgence in any notorious Sin, 


yy they then become fit Objects of the Mini- 


{ter 


ſter of Juſtice ; whoſe proper Buſineſs it is, 
as laid out by the Apoſtle, to be a Terror to Rom. xiii. 
evil Works, and not to bear the Sword in 3, 4. 
Vain; conſidering himſelf as the Miniſter f 
God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil. And, in order to this, he is 
oblig'd, within his proper Sphere, to watch 
againſt the Growth of open Wickedneſs of 
every Kind, and by all proper Means to diſ- 
courage it, and if need be, to reſtrain and 
puniſh it by a vigorous Execution of thoſe 
wholſom Laws which the Legiſlature has 
provided againſt it. And all this, from a 
Senſe of the Duty which he owes to the 
Publick; and in Obedience to God, whoſe 
Providence has entruſted him with Power, 
and to whoſe Juſtice he muſt be account- | 
able for the Uſe and Exerciſe of it; Eſpeci- 
ally, in Caſes which concern God's Honour, 
and the maintaining his Religion in the 
World, againſt Vice and Profaneneſs. And 
the greater the Regularity is, which Magi- 
| ſtrates, as well as Miniſters, do themſelves pre- 
ſerve and maintain in private Life, the greater 
Weight their Admonitions and Authority muſt 
have, and the greater their Strength will be, 
for the ſuppreſſing of Vice, and promoting the | 
1 ſame Nee, * their reſpective Stations. 


| . (211) 
E 


IV. For theſe great Ends, the Legiſlature have 
5 done their Part, from Time to Time, by 
5 ERROR Laws againſ Drunkenneß, Swearing 
| 3 B 2 and 
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and Curſing, open Lewdneſſes and Debauche- 


ries, Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, and the 


Profanation of the Lord's Day. But what 
ſhall we fay to the Execution? when, to our 


Shame be it ſpoken, the Violation of the 


Laws, and the Neglect of Puniſhing it, 
are, in many Places, equally notorious. And 
this Netorzety in both, namely, open Wick- 
edneſs, unreſtrain d and unpuntſh'd, is that 
which may be properly call'd a National Guilt, 
As long as the Corruptions of Nature are 
working within, and are favour'd with a 


Variety of Temptations without, there will 


be much Sin and Wickedneſs in the World, 


which the beſt Means and Endeavours of 


Parents and Maſters, Miniſters and Magiſ- 
trates, cannot prevent; and ſo far particular 


Perſons muſt be anſwerable to God for their 


own Sins. But if a Nation does not uſe the 
proper Means and Endeavours to reſtrain it, 


but on the contrary ſeems unconcern'd about 
it, and ſufferg the Laws for oppoſing and ſup- 


preſſing it, to be laid aſleep ; by ſuch a ge- 
neral Supineneſs and Neglect, the Guilt be- 


comes National, and expoſes the Whole to the 


Wrath and Judgments of God. 
And if ſuch ſhould be found to be the 


Caſe of our own Nation, as I doubt it has 
been too much fo for Years paſt ; it behoves 
us to Enquire betimes, what are the moſt 
effectual Means of removing the Guilt and 


averting the Judgments of God; ; eſpecially, in 
a Time of publick Danger, and when we ſee 


the Judgments coming towards us, and hang- 


ing over our Heads, 


V. In this Enquiry, we can have no ſurer 
Guide, than the various Inſtances of God's 
dealing with Kingdoms and Nations, in the 


Way of Judgment, and in the Way of Mercy; 
as we find them ſet down in the Holy Scrip- 


tures. The Old Teſtament abounds with the 
Threatnings of God againſt a ſinful and diſ- 


_ obedient People; with Declarations, of what 


they were to expect, if they did not repent 
and reform. Of this Sort, among many 
others, are his Meſſages to the Nation of the 
eWs by the Prophet Jeremiab, juſt before 
is ſending them into Captivity. 


Fo thou inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, WF 
my Soul depart from thee, leſt I make 
7 ee deſolate, a Land not inhabi ted. Je- 

rem. vi. 6. 

Becauſe ye have done all theſe Works, 
and I ſpake unto you, but you heard not; 
and I calld you, but ye anſwer'd not. 


— Therefore I will caſt * out of my 
Sight. Jerem. vii. 13, 15. 


And in the New Teſtament, * St. Pau! 


enumerates the Judgments of God upon the 
8 ef Hrael, for their Provocations in 


the 


(14) 
the Willerneſi; he preſſes thoſe Examples 


upon the Corinthians. as the moſt forcible 


Argument to deter them from venturing up- 
on the like Provocations. (1 Cor. x. 6.) Now, 
zthejſe Things were our Examples, t the In- 
tent we fhould not luſt after evil Things, as 
they alſo lulted ; and ver. 11. Now, all theſe 


Things happen'd unto them for Enſamples , and 


they are written for our Adm onition. 


But bestes the Threatnings and Inflic- 
tions of Temporal Judgments in the Old Teſ- 


fament ; WE 2294 a Threatning in the New, 


which, though of another Kind, muſt ap- 
pear to every lincere Chriſtian to be no leſs 


terrible. It is our Saviour's Meſſage to the 
Church of Epheſus, by his Servant St. Jobn, 
(Rev. ii. 5.) Remember therefore from whence _ 


thou art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt 


Warks ; er elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy Candleſtick out of his 


Place, except theu repent ; that is, I will take 


from thee the pure Light of the Goſpel, 


which thou haſt hitherto enjoy'd. And does 
it not nearly concern the People of this Land, 


ſeriouſly to conſider and lay to Heart the 


Unhappineſs and Miſery of having the Light 
of the Scriptures taken from them, as to 
all the Purpoſes of Inſtruction and Edifca- 


tion (while they are in a Language, which 


they are neither able, nor allowed to read ;) 


and themſelv es left to be guided by. the T; radi- 


tt ons 


7 
, 
| 


2 — * — — — — 


„ 

tions of Men, inſtead of the Commandments 
of God; and are further required, upon 
Pain of Damnation, to embrace Traditional 
Doctrins, which have not only no Autho- 
| 6 rity from Scripture, our only true Rule, but 

have a direct Tendency to poiſon and eat- 
out the very Vitals of Chriſtianity. And after 
it has been ſeriouſly conſider'd how terrible 
ſuch a Judgment would be; let it be always 
remember'd, what our Saviour tells the Church 
of Epheſus, as the only Means of preventing 
and eſcaping it, viz, EXCEPT YE REPENT. 


And for our Encouragement to take that 
Courſe, as the ſure Means of being deliver'd 
| from Judgments, whether Temporal or Spi- 
IT ritual; let us alſo remember the gracious De- 
| claration which God made to his People, by 

the ſame Prophet that denounced his Judg- 

ments. 5 


At what Inſtant, ſays God, I ſhall 
| ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concern- 
ing a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
C 

If that Nation, againſt whom ] have 
pPirondunced, turn from their Evil, I will 

| repent of the Evil that I thought to do 
5 unto them, Jerem. xviii. 7, 8. 1 


Which Readineſs in God to ſpare and de- 
liver, upon Repentance and Reformation, is 


* 


— „ — ny 
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moſt remarkably exemplify'd i in his Dealing 
with the Ninevites. The Prophet Fonah 
was ſent to them with this Meſlge, Tet 


forty Days and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown : 2 
And — it follows : : 


Y, the People of Nineveh be. 


lieved God, and proclaim'd a Faſt, and 


put on Sackclth, from the great of 


them even to the leaf of them. 


And God ſaw their Works, that they 
turn'd from their evil Way ; and God 


repented of the Evil that he had ſaid 


that he would do unto them, and be did 
it not. Jonah iii. 4 5, 10. 


5 Thus hath God, in . * e of 


Moſes to the Children of Vrael, ſet delete us 


Deut. xi Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing. And 
. = may the ſame God grant, that, in the Lan- 


guage of our bleſſed Saviour, we may 


Lake xix. know, at leaſt in this our Day, the Things 


42 hich belong unto our Peace, before they be 


bid from our a Fr This is the hearty Des 
107 8 | 


tre and earne er of 


Your faithful Friend and Pafur; 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


Settin g | forth the 


bean and M. bebieſs 


. 


0 E R v. 


N the Year 1706, an Addreſs How ſeve- 
T ral of the Gentry and Clergy in Lanca- 

ſhire, was preſented to the Houſe of 
Peers by the then Biſhop of Cheſter, Sir Mil. 
lam Dawes, complaining of the intolerable 


Boldneſs of the Romiſb Prieſts and Papiſts. 
Whereupon their Lordſhips repreſented 
to the Queen, That 27 was abſolutely neceſ/a- 


75, for the Safety of her Majeſty's Royal 
Perſon and Government, that a more watch 
Jul Eye ſhould be had over them for the fu- 
ture; and, for that Purpoſe, that a diſtinct 
and particalar Account ſhould be taken, 4 
Oe og 


(18) 


all Papiſts and reputed Papiſts in the King- 
dom, with their reſpeftive Qualities, Eſtates, 


and Places of Abode. Accordingly, the 
neceſſary Orders were given by her Ma- 


jeſty, for taking a ſtrict Survey of Po- 


pery, in the ſeveral Counties of the King- 
dom; and at the ſame Time a Proclama- 


tion was iflued, for a vigorous Execution 


of the Laws againſt Papiſts. 


In conformity to theſe Reſolutions, and 
to ſhow the Reaſonableneſs, or rather Ne- 


ceſſity thereof; an Aſſiſe Sermon was 
preach'd by me, then Rector of Lambeth, 
from theſe Words of the Prophet Hoſea 
(vii. 9.) Stran gers have devour'd his Strength, 
and he knoweth it not; yea gray Hairs are 


here and there upon him, yet be knoweth it not, 
This was then publiſh'd under the Title 
Of the Growth and Miſchiefs of Popery. 


And the Growth of it being viſibly in- 


creasd ſince that Time, and the Mi 

chiefs too ſenſibly felt at preſent; a few 

Extracts out of it, with ſome ſmall Va- 

riations to bring it nearer to our preſent Cir- 

 cumſtences, m my poſſibly be of fome Uſe, 
* 


es of our People, and 


to open the 
to give them a clearer View than they 


ſeem yet to have, of the utter Inconſiſten- 
ey of Popery (unoblery'd and neglected, to 
"x 


23 © 
the degree it has been,) with the Safety 


and Happineſs of this Proteſtant Country. 


In the Chapter, of which the Text is a 
part, the Prophet is ſpeaking of the Chil- 
dren of Ephraim, and the miſerable Con- 
dition to which they had reduced them- 


ſelves by. mixing with the Heathen Nati- 


ons. He complains in the Verſe imme- 


| diately before the Text, that Ephraim had 
mixed himſelf among the People, that is, 
among the Egyptians and Aſſyrians; and 


what this Mixture was, we learn from ſe- 


veral Parts of the Prophecy, where they are 
charg'd with making Images and Idols, with Hof. iv. 
asking Counſels at their Stocks, and with '2: 
making many Altars to Sin ; The Egypti- 
ans and Aſfſyrians had taken the Advantage 
of the Indulgence and Encouragement 
they found among them, and by the Be- 
nefit thereof had entic'd many of the 
djraelites to join in their Idolatries. The 


Miſchief whereof is expreſſed in the Text; 
That theſe Strangers had devour'd the 


Strength they had, while they continued 


unanimous in the Worſhip of che true 
God. 8 5 5 


I' be terrible Effects of this their Indul- 

gence to Idolatry, and Unconcernedneſs for 
the Worſhip of God, did not only come 

to paſs as it had been foretold, but the Pro- 


9 
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phet himſelf liv'd to ſee it. By encou- 
raging the Idolatrous Nations to the Pre- 


judice of the true Religion, they had 


provok'd God to Anger againſt them; 


and by ſuffering thoſe Nations to ſeduce 
fo many of the Ijraehtes to Idolatry, they 
had exceedingly impair'd their own 
Strength; and ſo, having made themſelves 


ripe for Deſtruction, the King of Afyria, 


the Rod of God's Anger, found them an 


eaſy Prey, and carrying them into Capti- 


vity, plac'd his own People in their Stead. 
Not to draw any labour d Parallel between 
the Kingdom of T1/rael with regard to Pa- 

| 3 Idolaters, and the Condition of theſe 


ingdoms with Regard to Popiſh Tdo- 


laters ; ; Thus much is certain, That 
there is a People among us, whom we 


juſtly charge with Nolatry; That the Li- 
berties they have taken for ſome Vears 


paſt, have very much exceeded the Bounds 
which our Conſtitution has ſet them; 


That the Exerciſe of their Religion in 
all parts of the Kingdom, has been car- 


ried on with much greater Boldneſs and 
Openneſs, than our Laws allow; That the 
Confidence of the Prieſts in their Attempts 


to ſeduce the Proteſtant Subjects of the 


Realm, has been beyond the Example of 
former Times; ang, That preſuring upon 


the 
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the Lenity and Tenderneſs of the Go- 


vernment, they have actually perverted 


many unwary and ignorant People. 


By theſe Arts and Methods, too little 


obſerv'd and attended- to on our part, have 


Strangers been ſuffered to corrupt our 
People, and devour our Strength; for in 


no other Light than that of Strangers, 
does our Conſtitution allow us to conſider 
Papiſts and Popery. Strangers to us in 
Religion; Strangers in Government ; and 
Strangers in Intereſt and Deſign. 
I. They are Strangers to us in Religion. 
By their Idolatries and Innovations, by 
perverting the Holy Scriptures and raiſing 
their own Traditions to an equal Authori- 
ty, they have exceedingly corrupted the 
Faith and Doctrin of the Goſpel, Their 
« Worſhip is overcharged with a vaſt Variety 
of Superſtitious Rites, in which the true 
- Bpirit of Devotion is ſwallow'd up and 
loſt; they have chang'd the Subſtance for 


the Shadow, and, contrary to the Apoſ- 


tle's Rule, have made it a Worſhip in the 
Letter, and not in the Spirit. Their Di/- 
cipline is wholly exerciſed by Emiſſaries 
from Rome, ſet up in Oppoſition to the 
_- Sprritual Governors of our Church, and 
acting under the immediate Direction and 
Authority of a foreign Head. 


And 


TRY 


And becauſe the Church of England 


has purg'd herſelf from theſe N Su- 


perſtitions and Innovations, and rejecting 


their Traditions, has made the Scripture 
the Rule of ker F aith, and has accommo- 
dated her Worſhip to the Word of God 
and the true Ends of Devotion, and deli- 


vered herſelf from the inſupportable Ty- 
ranny of the Papal Chair: By this Means, 
we are become Hereticks and Schiſmaticks 


in the account of the Church of Rome; 
as ſuch, the Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion is yearly denounc'd againſt us by the 
Pope, and our Deſtruction is declared to be 
a meritorious Work. And that all this 
is not mere Form and Ceremony, but a 
Direction zealouſly purſued wherever it 
is practicable; we ſee by the Bloody In- 
 quiſttions in ſome of the Popiſh Countries, 


with the terrible Perſecution upon the Pro- 


teſtants in a neighbouring Nation, and 


the ſwift Approaches to the ſame Cruel- 
ties at Home, when that Spirit could ſhew 
itſelf with Safety, under the Influence of 1 


Popiſh Prince. 


Far be it from us, to make this merci- 
leſs Treatment of our Brethren, a Rule of 
our Carriage and Behaviour toward their u. 
We have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to think 
Fire and Faggot a fit Application to the 
5 Conſciences 0 Chriſtians, or to reckon the 


Deſtruction 
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Deſtruction of their Bodies a proper 


Means for the Salvation of their Souls. 
But, methinks, theſe Cruelties towards 


_ Proteſtants in other Nations, ſhould make 


the Papiſts.in our own ſomewhat more 
modeſt and cautious ; at leaſt, they ought 


not to think themſelves entitled thereby 


to new and unuſual Liberties, And though 


the Good Nature and Religion of Engl/h- 


men forbid them to copy thoſe Examples 


of Cruelty; we may well be allow'd fo 
far to obſerve and remember them, as to be 


jealous of the Growth of that Religion 


among ourſelves, which in other Countries 


could animate the Profeſſors of it to ſuch 


unhuman Barbarities towards our Prote- 
Rant Brethren. 


II. They are alſo Strangers to us in Go- 
vernment. Princes can have no hold of 


the Members of the Church of Rome, 


while they own a ſuperior Head, who 
claims a Power of Abſolving Subjects from 


their Allegiance, and even Degrading and 


Excommunicating the Sovereign, And 


as this pretended Authority is chiefly ex- 
erted by the Pope againſt Proteſtant Prin- 
ces, ſo are their People prepar d to receive, 


approve, and execute his Sentences, by 


another ungodly Doctrin, That no Faith 


is to be kept with Hereticks. And to 


(ag) 


what ſeditious and cruel Attempts; theſe | 


Principles have blown up ſome of the 


Members of that Church, can be un- 


known to none, who have look'd into 


the Hiſtory of theſe Kingdoms, fince the 


beginning of Queen Elzzabeth's Reign, 
It is to be hop'd, that many of our 


Engliſh Papiſts, having been born and. 
bred in the ſame Air with our ſelves, 


and receiving their Protection from the 
_ eſtabliſh'd Laws, have ſo good a ſhare of 


Tenderneſs and Gratitude, as to be Proof 
againſt theſe cruel Suggeſtions of the 
Emiſſaries from Rome. But it is alſo to 


be fear'd, that there will be a Number at 


all Times, of Condition and Inclination 


deſperate enough, to undertake ſuch En- 


terprizes as are agreeable to the Principles 


of that Church, and ſhall be judg'd by 
their Infallible Guide to be a ſeaſonable 
Service to the common. Cauſe. And we 
may well ſuppoſe, that ſuch Diſpoſitions 


are the more Strong and Numerous, at a 


Time when the whole Body of our Pa- 
piſts diſown the Title of the Prince, in 


| favour of a Pretender of their own Reli- 


gion; and that they are yet more ready and 


zealous to engage, ſince the Nation, ſuffici- 
ently ſenſible that rhe Engliſh Conſtitution 


will not thrive nacher a Popiſh Prince, 
have 


| A 
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have cut off their Hopes of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor for ever; except ſome bold and deſ- 
perate Undertaking ſhall make his way 
to the Throne, 1 
It is far from the Temper of the Eng- 
liſbd, and the Nature of our Conſtitution, 


to make Men /uffer upon bare Preſumpti- 
ons: But at the ſame Time, the Regard 


we owe to our ſelves and our Conſtitution, 


calls upon us to be very Vatchful, when 


we are ſure there is an Enemy in our own 


Bowels. When we find ſuch a Spirit mo- 


ving among us, it behoves us to obſerve 
narrowly which Yay it moves, and to what 
Degrees; that it may be kept under ſuch 


Reſtraints, as the Safety of Church and 
State ſhall require. Their Principles in 
effect declare, and we are all abundantly 
convinced, that whatever Strength they 


have, will upon a fair Opportunity be 
employ'd againſt us; and therefore it 


nearly concerns us, to know the Ex- 
tent of that Strength, and to be jealous 


of the Increaſe of it. It is the Voice of 
the Nation, that we have no preſent or 


Future Security, under God, but in the 
_ Proſperity of His Majeſty's Arms, and 
the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line; and 
how then can we anſwer it to our Selves, 
our Poſterity, or our Religion, if we make 
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it not our utmoſt Care, that they who we 
are ſure have it in their Will, have it not 
alfo in their Power, to ſhake or under- 
mine theſe Foundations of our Safety? 
III. Theſe Two Oppoſitions, in Religion, 
and Government, ſuppoſea third Sort, name- 
ly, In Intereſt and Den: For the Spirit of 
that Religion, is not wont to lie ſtill with- 
out Defigns, much leſs to overlook any, 
fair Opportunities of ſerving, them. If 
ever there was a juncture that oblig'd the 
Papiſts in Prudence and Decency to more 
than ordinary Jenderneſi in giving Offence, 
it is now; when their declar d Diſaffection 
to the Government makes them ſo liable 
to be fuſpected, and when the Succeſs of 
their Aims and Wiſhes would evidently, be 
the Ruin of aur Laws and Religion. And 
it were happy for the Nation, and perhaps 
for themſelves too, if their known Prin- 
ciples in Government and Religion were 
the only Teſtimony of their Deſigns, 
But this is a Happineſs not. to be hop'd 
for, while. their Prieſts are ſo open and 
| bare-fac'd in making Proſelytes of the 
weaker Sort, and (forgetting how ſhame 
fully they were battled in a former Reign, 
and how obnoxious they are to the Laws 


at this Day) have not been afraid to ſend 


8 Challenges to the Miniſters of our Church, 


on 
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on purpoſe to carry off their Proſelyte in a 

kind of publick Triumph, after they have 
made ſure of him by private Arts: and fur- 
ther, while Prieſts and People rejoice at the 
Misfortunes of the Kingdom, and repine at 
any publick Proſperity and Succeſs, with 
ſuch Freedom and Openneſs as few other 
Nations would bear. In a Word, inſtead 

of guarding againſt Suſpicions, and a pru- 

dent Care not to give Offence or Jea- 
louſy (a Behaviour that might well be 
expected in their preſent Circumſtances) 
too many among them ſeem to be trying 
What Degrees of Provocation the Govern- 


ment will bear, 1 e 
Theſe Practices (we may hope) are 


condemn'd by the more prudent and 
_ modeſt part of that Perſuaſion ; who muſt 
therefore think it reaſonable, that the 


eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution ſhould provide for 


its own Safety; and if that Proviſion 
| ſhould happen to bring Inconveniencies up- 
on them, they will lay the Blame where it 
_ ought to reſt, that is, upon the intemperate 
Zeal of the Emiſſaries from Rome, and of 
others whom they have been able to work 
into theſe provoking Meaſures 
IV. We have already ſhown, how oppo- 
ſite they are in Religion and Government, 
and in all their Meaſures and Deſigns, to 
the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution of Church and 
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State. And the Conſequence of this 
Oppoſition is, that what they gain, we 
loſe ; whatever new Strength or Spirits we 


ſuffer them to get, are all drain'd out of 


our own Body. Every Proſelyte they 
make, immediately becomes our profeſs d 
Enemy, not only in Religion, but in Po- 
licy too; liſting himſelf at the ſame Time 
under two foreign Heads, one in the 


Church, and the other in the State. And i . 
18 generally obſerv'd, that ſuch Converts 


are more remarkably active and furious in 
the Cauſe they have eſpous'd : Whether it 


1s, that Fickle Heads are 1 en © fond 


of new Things, or that they think it for 


their Honour to make a Show of a cha- 
: rough Conviction. 


And as every Convert to the Popiſh Re- 


ligion becomes immediately a Zealot for 


a Popiſh Prince; ſo it is to be fear'd, at this 
Juncture, that the Zeal of ſome of our 


own Church for the pretended Prince of 
that Religion, en the Occaſion of ma- 
king them Pro 

A Community of Meaſures and Wiſhes in 
the Affairs of State, naturally draws-on a 


elytes to the Religion itſelf. 


Correſpondence and Good-liking between 


them and the Members of the Church of 


Rome; and the Courteſy which they find 
upon that account from ep by degrees 
| Wein 
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wears off the Abhorrence of Popery; by 
which means, the Miſſionaries of that 
Church, who are not wont to neglect Op- 


portunities, find their Acceſs eaſy, and the 
Work half-done to their Hands. 


God be thank'd, it is only upon the 
Weak and Ignorant, that this Poiſon 
works. The more diſcerning among them, 
retain the ſame Deteſtation they ever 
had, of the manifold Corruptions of the 


Church of Rome; and a very learned Per- , Hick; 
ſon of that Number has publickly warn'd 3;; Cone 
the Nation of the Boldneſs and Succeſs of rev with 


the Prieſts in making Converts, and tells 


us, from his own Obſervation, the 23 * 


ald Methods by which they carry on their/** 
Work, and laments, that the Growth of 
Popery among us ſhould be greater than 
formerly, notwithſtanding the Increaſe 7 
Penal Laws. 

V. The Truth is, thoſe Penal Laws are ſo 
much ſoftned, or rather laid aſide, by the 
Engliſh Clemency and Good-nature, that 
it FW long been the Wiſh of wiſe and 
_ conſidering Men, to ſee fewer Laws and 
more effectual Execution. They have 
liv'd ſo long under the Terror of Penal 
Laws, and found fo little Inconvenience 
from them, that it will be hard to con- 
vince them EN the a is ever in 
| _ Earneſt, 
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Earneſt. And yet 1 doubt theſe very Laws, 


being part of our Engliſh Conftitutinn, give 
a Handle to Evil-minded Men Abroad, to 


enlarge upon the Sufferings of their Engliſh 


Brethren ; and ſo while in great Tender- 


neſs, we are ſuſpending our Laws at home, 


we are reproach'd abroad as the moſt cruel 
Perſecutors. This is but an ill Return for 
the great Indulgence that their Brethren 
have found among us; which ſhould ob- 
| 2 both Prieſts and People, at leaft to do 


flice to the Church of England; by con- 
eſſing, that as the ſeveral Laws they com- 


plain of were firſt made upon ſome re- 


markable Attempts of the Papiſts againſt 


the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution of Church or 


State; ſo nothing but freſh Provocationis 
of the ſame kind has driven the Engliſh 


to the Execution of them. They know,, 
that by the Laws of ſome other Countries it 


is Criminal to be a Proteſtant, and that the 
moſt 


bas found any · Diſturbance from the Enge 


fb. Genen — To ce come to Particit 
lars; 


VI. In thetnfancy of theRefortatih un- : 


der Henry the Eighth, the great Work was, 
era the Authority of the * and 


abliſn 


peaceable Behaviour is no Protection; 
and they know as well, that it has not 
been the Papiſt as ſuch, but only tlie pro- 
_ boking, pry and turbulent Pa ift, who 


Toy 
eſtabliſh the Supremacy of the Prince. 
Now both theſe the Point under our pre- 


ſent Conſideration ſuppoſes to be ſettled ; 


which is not, by what Means: the Pa- 
pal Authority was excluded, but in what 


Way thoſe who adhere to the Religion of 


the Pope, have been treated in a Country 


where his Authority was aboliſhed. And 


it is well known, that the Diſaffection of 
that Prince to the main Docſrines of Po- 


pery, was not ſo great, as to induce him 
to any remarkable Hardſhips towards thoſe, 


who would at leaſt be filent under his 


oven Supremacy. 


His Son King Edward the Sixth went 


farther, and eſtabliſh'd an Uniformity of ,,? © 3 


Service and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments throughout the Realm ; but that Law 
only enjoin'd the Miniſter to uſe this and 
not the Maſs Book; and the People, not 


to interrupt the Miniſter or ſpeak againſt 


the Service. And when it appear d by 
Experience, that the Miſſals which had 
been formerly us d, were a great Obſtruc- , 3 4 


tion to the Uniformity intended, they were . 
only calbd-in, to give a more free and eaſy 

Naſſage to the ctabliſbd Service; without 
5 Waben either Prieſt or People in the 

W n of their — 1 


Nor- 
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Notwithſtanding the bloody Reign of 
Queen Mary; ſo far was her Succeſſor the 
glorious Queen Elizabeth from the leaſt 
Diſpoſition to Cruelty, that ſhe contented 
| herſelf to reſtore the Supremacy and the 
Cama. Publick Service to their former State; al- 
<7.1353-lowing the Papiſts a Share in her Coun- 
leck ſels, and, in a ſubſequent Law againſt the 
Pope's Authority, exempting Peers of the 
Realm from the diſabling Oath, and fre- 
quently declaring that no Subject who 
would live quietly and peaceably, ſhould be 
diſturbed on the Account of Religion. 
13 Blix *Tis true, the Laws afterwards grew 
ci. more ſevere, but it was becauſe the Papiſts 
grew more ſeditious. To execute Bulls 
of Abſolution and Reconciliation from Rome, 
or to receive Abſolution and Reconciliation 

in Virtue of ſuch Bulls, was made High 
; Treaſon. But let the Hiſtory of the three 
preceeding Years explain that Law, and 
dietermin whether it was owing to the 
Severity of Proteſtants or the Sedition of 
Papiſts, There we find, that the Pope 
cand. had granted Authority to Saunders and 
An. 568. Others, to abſolve all the Eng/iſh who 
would return to the Church of Rome, and 
that they were very zealous in the Work; 
— 1569. That the ſame Pope had ſent his Bull into 
England by Morton the Prieſt, to anathe- 
ö matize 
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matize the Queen, deprive her of the 
Throne, and abſolve her Subjects from 
their Oaths of Obedience; That in virtue 
thereof, many of the People were with- 


drawn from their Allegiance, a dangerous 


Rebellion rais'd, circular Letters ſent to 
the Papiſts to riſe and affiſt in the Cauſe, 


Ten Years after, we find a new En- 


forcement of the Law againſt Bulls; but 2; Elia. 
it was becauſe the Prieſts had found nec% © 
Devices to evade the former Law, and to 


carry on the Work of ab/olving and recon- 


ciling by other ways. We alſo find Penal- 
ties for ſaying and hearing of Maſs; but we Cand. An, 
find in the Hiſtory of the ſame Time, 580. 
that great Numbers of Prieſts were ſent. 
into England and Ireland from the Semi- 


naries abroad, under pretence of preach- 
ing and adrminiſtring the Sacraments, but 
really to withdraw the Subjects from their 


Obedience to the Queen, The ſame Law 


lays a Penalty upon abſenting from Church, 
and, after a Year's Abſence, enjoins the find- 


ing of Sureties for their Behaviour ; which is 


Not to be thought ſtrange or cruel, when 


the Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome, un 


der whoſe Diſcipline the Abſenters liv d, were 


the more Teachers of Rebellion, and 
& : when 


and the Bull itſelf publiſh'd in the City, in 1 550; 
a very open and inſolent Manner, 
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- when a Deſign had been detected between 


the Spanyh King and the Pope, to de- 
Can. Au. throne the Queen, and reſtore Popery in 
5 the Kingdom. Gs 


The next Law againſt Papiſts, com- 


Fe, mands all Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, and 
others, to depart the Realm. But turn to 
5 the Hiſtory of that Time, and there you will 
find great Numbers of Prieſts coming dai- 

ly into Eng/and, who taught that the 

Card. An. Queen was no Queen, and that whatever 
n had been done by her Authority fince the 
Bull of Pope Pius, was null and void. 
The ſame Law forbids the ſending of 
Children or Contributions to the Semi- 


—1;8, Naries abroad; and fo the ſame Hiſtorian 
tells us, of great Numbers of Children 
ſent over to thoſe Seminaries, and receiv'd 


there, on Condition that they firſt made 


a Vow to return, when they were in- 


ſtructed in their Learning and Diſcipline g 
that is, in the rankeſt Principles of Sedi- 
tion and Rebellion. Th 


While they were thus diligent in ſending = 
over their Emiſlaries to Corrupt the People, 
it is not to be wonder'd, that the great 


33 Flix. Council of the Land ſhould countermine 


Ajure the Realm, And if, in the ſame 
as W we. 


their Endeavours, by obliging all who 
ſhould be found guilty of Corrupting, to 
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Year, another Law was made to baniſh 


35 Els. 


Papiſts from Court, and confine them to « 2. 


the Neighbourhood of their ow: Dwel- 


. lings; our Hiſtories will explain it, by g, 


ſhewing that in the Compaſs of a very 
few Years, ſeveral Deſigns had been form'd 
and carried on, to Aſ/aſſmate the Queen. 
King James I. began his Reign with a 
Revival of Queen Elizabeth's Laws againſt 
Popery ; and well he might, when he re- 


md. tn. 
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| flected upon the many wicked Deſigns 


againſt the Perſon and Government of his 

Predeceſſor, and that, upon a Proſpect of 
her Death, they had, in the moſt publick 

Manner, diſputed his Title to ſucceed. 
Three Years after, we find Papiſts con- 


j Jae. 


fin'd, under higher Penalties, to their 4 5 


Ses of Abode, and greater Rewards pro- 
pos'd for the diſcovering of Prieſts, 
and expreſs Declarations requir'd, a- 
gainſt the Pope's Authority to depoſe 
Princes and abſolve Subjects from their 
Obedience, and againſt diſpenſing with 
Oaths, and taking them with Equi- 
vocations and mental Reſervations. Put 
it is to be remember'd, that all this was 
done upon the Diſcovery of the moſt 


| helliſh and execrable Plot that we read ot 


in any Age or Nation, the Gunpowder- 
W which, we all know, had been 
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carried on by the Prieſts, upon thoſe very 
Principles, to the Point of Execution, 
To cheſe Reſtraints, there were added 5 
25 Car. 2. in the Reign of King Charles the Second, FA 
© . the Sacramental Teſt, and the Excluſion  =< 
6. 1, of Papiſts out of the great Council of 
the Land. For the Occaſion of which, I | 
need not appeal to Hiſtory : I may appeal 
to the Memory of Perſons ſtill living, for . 
the Countenance given in that Reign to | 
Popiſh Meaſures, and the Impatience of 
the Papiſts to put them in Execution, and 
the Attempts to ſhorten the Way for a 
Popiſh Succeſſor to the Throne; who, 
when he came to the Throne, did a- | 
bundantly juſtify the Wiſdom of our Le-. 
giſlators, by making the Removal of that 1 


Teſt, one of his firſt Endeavours for the | 
Eftabliſhment of Popery, un | 
VII. It may be thought Preſumption in 
dne of our Order, and eſpecially betore this 
De * learned Audience, to intermeddle in the 
Fecger, Laws and Statutes of the Realm; but it 
hs will be favourably conſider'd, that they 
are Laws which concern Religian, and are 
only cited in an Hiſtorical Way; that, by 
comparing the ſeditious Practices of the 
Papiſts as recorded in our Hiſtories, with 
the ſeveral Laws they have occaſion'd ; it 
may appear at one View, That the Pa- 
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piſts have been the ſole Authors of their 
own Misfortunes; That theſe Reſtraints 
from time to time, were brought upon 
them by Rebellion, and not (as they pre- 
tend) by Religion; That the Engl: 5 Le- 
giſlature have proceeded in their Reſtraints 
Gradually, as the repeated Attempts of 
the Papiſts upon the Perſons and Govern- 
ment of our Princes, have render d them 
neceſſary; and, That nothing can extort 
a ſanguinary Law from the En gliſb Tem- 
per, but an indiſpenſible Rad to their 
own Religion and Government. 
But what Severity ſoever may be pre- 
tended in the Laus, it is very certain there 
is none in the Execution. And he who 
cConſiders how ſtrict the Laws, and how 
high the Penalties are, againſt any Prieſt 
who ſhall attempt to pervert a Subject to 
Popery, or ſhall ſay Maſs, or even be 
found in the Realm; and againſt all others 
who ſhall harbour a Prieſt i in their Houſes, 
or ſend Children or Money to a Seminary 
abroad; Whoever, I ſay, is appriz'd of the 
high Penalties upon theſe Practices (to 
name no more,) and then confiders how 
common and familiar they are among us, 
will ſee how little Miſchief the Papiſts 


fear from theſe terrible Laws they 


complain of, and how much they are 
| | indebted = 


of the Engliſh Government. 


i Good-nature' will hold out againſt all 
Provocations : The Laws will rouze them- 
ſelves and break looſe at the Sight ef ſuch 
unprecedented Freedom and Boldneſs, as 
we have beheld of late Days. It is a 


import Popiſh Books from abroad; but 

we have ſeen them printed and publiſhed 

at home, and diſpets'd over the Nation 

with the greateſt Induſtry; and not only ſo, 

t Am. but 4 we have ſeen Advertiſements of the 
(706. Place Where a Variety of Popiſh Books 


it is capital to attempt the perverting of a 


far greater Caution and Secrecy, than they 
ſeem to think needful. They are ſtrifly 
forbidden to ſend Children to the Semi- 


of a Semi 


tive.” bring the Seminaries home. 
* VIII. Theſe and the like Provocations 


dom, in order to apply ſome effeCtual 


(38) = | 
indebted to the Goodneſs and renderbeh f 4 


But they muſt not hope that the Eng- I 


known Crime in the Eye of the Law, to 


were to be publickly fold. They know 


Proteſtant Subject; which ſhould oblige 
them at leaſt to carry on the Work with 


In cur. naries 3 but if a N Com- 
5 * it ay they are now beginning to | 


An, 1706, Rirr d up the Government to take a ſtrict 
Survey of the State of Popery in the King- 


Remedy 
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medy to that growing Evil. And as 


| hg as the Prieſts of the Church of 


Nome are ſo very buſy and active in their 


Work, it can never be an unbecoming part 
in the Miniſters of a Proteſtant Church, 
to lay to Heart the viſible Increaſe of 
Popery, and to warn the Pevple how 
zealous they are in promoting it; that ſo, 


we may raiſe an equal Zeal and Concern 


for the true Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed 
among us. 
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